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PLANNING A FUNERAL SERVICE (Suggested by Pastor John)
· Welcome and Opening Prayer, Pastor

· Reading of Life History, Family member

(Suggested content)

1) Birth place, birthday, parents

2) Growing up experiences

3) Education

4) Job and achievements

5) Marriage, children

6) Favorite foods, activities, vacation spots

7) Spiritual background

8) Closing memories
· Sharing Memories (Eulogy)

1) Family members (written/oral)
2) Public sharing

· Optional: Music, singing, Powerpoint slides

· Message, Pastor 

· Closing Prayer, Pastor 

· Announcements: Special lunch/dinner invitation
(address and directions), special thanks from 
family, invitation to interment services

· Last Respects: Funeral director leads congregation 

forward to pay last respects; gives instructions
· Pall bearers bring casket to hearse 

INTERMENT SERVICE (BURIAL) led by Pastor
· Reading of Scripture
· Brief comments
· Final committal prayer
· Reminder for special lunch/meal 

· Funeral director leads family/friends to casket

(Suggest each put a flower on casket) 

· Dismissal 
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Preparing for Heaven

A Helpful Guide for you and your Family 

from Grace Community Church [Rev. by Pastor John Fong]


WISHES REGARDING THE PROLONGING OF MY LIFE

· My Living Will (Physician’s directive) 
DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR HEALTH CARE

· Life-prolonging Medical Treatment

· Organ Donation
INDIVIDUALS TO CONTACT AT THE TIME OF MY DEATH

· Funeral Home

· Pastor 

· Employer

· Attorney

· Accountant

· Stockbroker

· Life Insurance Agent

· Trust Officer

· Financial Counselor

LOCATION OF MY IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS

· Will (Consult legal counsel)
· Safe Deposit Key (Where is it?) 
· Living Trust  (This avoids probate)
· Powers of Attorney

· Burial Instructions 
· Cemetery Deed

· Safe Combination

· Employment Benefits

· Stock Plans

· Certificates of Deposit

· Bonds

· Social Security Records

· Title Insurance Records

· Auto Insurance Records

· Birth Certificate

· Other

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

· Address and Phone Contact

· Survivor’s Benefit Information

· Information Regarding the Death Certificate

WISHES REGARDING THE DISPOSITION OF MY REMAINS

· Medical Research

· Burial or Cremation

WISHES REGARDING FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

· Have I Purchased a Funeral Plot?  If not, when?

· Be Sure to Invite Following __________

· Specific PPT and Pictures (Favorite flowers?)

· Type of Background Music (Instrumentals?)

· Funeral to be held at _______

· Closed Casket or not

· Private or Public service

· Passages of Scripture to be Read or Printed

· My Written Personal Testimony

· Officiating Pastor __________ (Favorite Text?)

· Songs to be Sung _________ (By Whom?)

· Pallbearers ______________

· I am a U.S. veteran (and I would like military honors at my burial)

· Longevity Luncheon/Dinner at _________

FINANCIAL GIFTS/MEMORIALS
· To Berkeley Crossroads Baptist Church 
· To Christian charities 
· To These Organizations 
· To These Individuals 

REFLECTIONS OF MY LIFE

· Hobbies/Foods I Enjoyed

· Organization/Activities that Mean Much to Me

· Beliefs/Truths I Lived by

· My Personal Testimony of Salvation 
(What do you want others to know about your faith?)  

To My BCBC Friends,





One of the kindest and most thoughtful things you can do—in the event of your death—is to leave specific instructions for your family and survivors.  Your death will be traumatic and stressful enough, so the information below will be most helpful and comforting for your family.  The information suggested below is not complete, but it is intended to give you guide lines only.   Pastor John





					Blessings, Pastor John








